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over-cautious ; he h a to make sure that the reaction of his
readers is not adverse and that his claim is accepted.
Now, you see. the Knower of all secrets has made this
declaration in a book about which He Himself says:
*sFalsehood cannot come at it from before it or
behind it. (It is) a revelation from t h i Wise, the Owner
of Praise." l
Hia edict about this book runs :
46Lo!We, wen We, reveal the Reminder, and Lo !
We verily are its Guardian."*

Since these declarations cover both time and space,
they cannot be taken lightly.
The announcement made by God covers all the ages
and the whole of human race tM would make its debut in
this world after the prophethood of Muhammad (peace
and blessing& of God be upon him) was announced :it
encompasses all the periods of history, past and present,
that this world may see after the blessed Prophet was
raised as the barbingcr of peace for all peoples.
This prooouncement does not exclude any comer of
t h e world from its ambit. God did not proclaim Muhammad
as a mercy foa Arabia, for the East or for the continent of
Asia alone. He has made an unequivocal declaration that
His Prophet Muhammad is to be the peace unto the whole
world till the end of time.
This unique proclamation was, in truth and reality, so
marvcllously wonderful, so extensive in its scope and so farreaching in i t s effect, and so majestic in issuing the Divine

----1. X U : 42
2. X V : 9

Mercy for the World
"We sent thee not save as a mercy for the peopLes."a
I have just recited before you a verse from Surah
Anbiya of the holy Quran. In it God addresses the holy
Prophet to tell him that he had been sent as a h e r q for
the whole world and all the peoples that might be born on
this planet. This was, indeed, a unique declaration, or, if
I could say so,a revohtionary prochation for the entire
humanity. And, this was put about by God in a Scripture
which was destined to be read, after its revelation, in every
age, time and clime, by billions of men in every nook and
corner of the world. It was to have an unending line of
exegetes, commentators and researchers who were t o scan
every word of it, evaluate its revelations and scrutinisa the
truth of its contents in the light of past and coming events.
Whenever a man makes any statement or a writer comes out
with a report in an article to be published in sowe newspaper or a journal, he has to think a hundred times k t
he should be controverted by somebody. If he happens to
make any unusual claim, he is extra-cautiouo for the fear
that he might be cbirIIenged by another person or proved
to be a fibster. As everyone of us knows, books last longer
than the journap; they continue to be read for years
together and some even live for hundreds of years. Thus,
anyone putting forth an annunciation in a book has to be
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preaching tba mcwgc of love and compassion to the
whde of human race but we find Jesus Christ telling his
disciples : b 4 1 am not sent but unto the loot sheep of the
h o w of Isra~f:'~ Nobody has ever upheld the distinctions
of bfood and race in the heating of the sick but when Jesus
Christ was asked to restore an afaicted chltd to health, his
reply was ; +It is not meet to take the children's bread,
and cast it to dogs."s When Jesus Christ sent f o d his
~
disciples to preach the Gospel he instructed them thus :
46Gonot into She way of the Gantiks, and into any city of
the Samaritans enter not ye : but go rather to the lost
sheep of the hollsc of Israel.'**
The attitude of other eastern religions like Hinduism is
~ odHerent
t
from that of Judaism or Cbristianity. As a
matter of fa&, we find it glorifying class distinctions and
upholding a heartless caste system forbidding social intercourse bctwsen diflennt sections of its own followers. In
ancient India the untouchables were deprived of their
haman rights ; they could neither acquire knowledge nor
tcach others, qor could they apply themselvu to the noble
pursuit of elmating themselves spiritualv. Teaching of the
Vedar and performaocc of the sacred rites before the deities,
on their owm behalf and on behalf of others, was a privilege
enjoyed by thc Brahmins alonc.4 Vedas could be learnt
only by the Kshtrias and Vaisbas besides the Brahmins.'
The Sudras &ad but one duty, according to Manu, and that
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command that at1 the philosophers, thinkers, writers,
schooImen or rather every man should have rubbed his
eyes in amazement. Of a fact, it would have not at all
been surprising if every man of learning had applied himself to explore the veracity of this unprecedented statement.
You can scan the history of the world but you would not
find such a lucid and clear-cut declaration, so confidently
made ' in such an unconditional language, either in the
historical records of the world religions or in the annala of
reformatory and revolutionary movements ; nay, not even
in the histories of the nations and countries and civilisations,
nor yet in the entire literature of the human race.
Judaism is one of the oldest world religions. Yet, the
concept of God, the Lord of the entire universe and all the
nations, is at best a notion of the Lord of Israel according
to Judaism, The concept of a Lord of the worlds is not to
be found in most of the Old Testament bookr nor is it
present in the hagiographical literature of the Hebrews.
It would be futile to search for an announcement declaring
anybody as the mercy for all nations in the biographies
of the great Hebrew Prophets like Moses and Aaron, or,
their Kings, such as, David and Solomon. Judaism had
never been a world religion in the senst that it had never
endeavoured to spraad the glad tidings of Divine mercy and
blessings to the whole of humanity without any distinction
of blood and race. It actually never did encourage the
conversion of non-Jewish people to Judaisrn.1
Christianity is rightly noted for its evangelism and
1.

For details sea.'Islam versus Ah1 Kitab, Past and Present' by

Maryam Jamcclah (formerly Margarct Marcus).
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the &ion
of a father towards his son and the arrangements made by a man for the education ofhis ward, teaching
of the students by a pedagogue, feeding of the poor and
hungry and clothing of the naked are all different aspects
of mercy. They a11 flow from tho samemoble desire to be
compassionate and benevolent to othets and each one of
these acts deserves to be gratefully acknowledged by the
beneficiary
But, of all these manifestations of mercy, the greatest
in merit would be the saving of a human life. Imagine a
child on his death-bed, his unfortunate mother wailing and
weeping for him and his helpless father running to the
phyricians who seem to have lost all hope of the child's
rcco~ery. Suddenly, a doctor arrives as an angel of mercy.
He comforts the parents with his kind words and adminie
ters niedicine to the ailing child who slowly regains hls
health and strength. This man would undoubtedly be
mered as a God-sent benefactor of the child and his
parents. All other types of merciful acts I havo tnumeratcd earlier would fade into insignificance before this act of
supreme mercy. This doctor would be hailed as a saviour
not by the pa-rents of the child alone, but by his whok
family who would ever remember him as a benefactor.
Take another example. A blind man is going on a path
which has a deep ditch a few steps ahead. The blind man
is sure to fall into it and lose bis life in a couple of seconds.
Now, a man rushes u p to catch hold of this poor blind
man by his waist and thus saves his life. Or, suppose.
there is a bory, the only child of his parents, being carried
away by the s w i f t current of a river. The boy is about to
be submerged for ever but a courageous young man saves

.

5

)

was to serve the three higher castes.% The people of the

ancient India had hardly any concept of the world beyond
the Himtdayas,nr>rwere they interested in the peoples and
countries living outside India, It would be a labour in vain
to make a search for any declaration-of univem1 cbar8ctcr
in respect of any reformer, R i a or a prophet, whose
appearance in India cannot be? ruled out accarding to the
teachings of the Quran.~sthere was absolutely no
concept of a Lord of the whole universe in the ancient
India, it would rather be iJlogica.1 to expect any man of
God having been recognised as a mercy for all the nations
of the world.
We normally determine the worth and merit, significance and greatness of a thing by its quantity and quality.
The first denotes the property of the thing to be judged by
some sort of measure while the other reflects its spirit or
excellence. The Writ of God revealed in the Qluan about
the holy Prophet of Islam covers both these aspects. The
benefits and blessings this world has had through his
prophethood and his teachings, and the lease of new life it
got through him are not ody manifold in number and
excellent in character but also unique and uaprcccdcnted
in the annab of the world, Mercy is a word commonly
ustd by us for every act of compassion or kindness shown
by one man to another, but it has various degrees determining the inrer-se value and merit of diflerent merciful acts.
It is mercy if a traveller is told about thc way he should go
or is given some water to quench his thirst. If a a n fans
another fellow during the hot season, it is mercy; likewise,
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world, of His nature and attributes, raising of the
partakers of divinity with God, forgetfulness of man's
obligations to bie Creator, failings of human desire and
betaking the path of wickedness and iniquity. For this
is the time when man insists on his rights but forgets his
obligations to others, closes his eyes tgwards the dignity
of his fellow beings and begins to behave like a monster
who is at perfect liberty to devour those who are weaker
than him. Wben man forgets these fbndamental facts,
the prop which supports the structure of human life on
earth, he becomes a wolf, a scorpion, and a snake. Then
one docs not need panthers and lionafor man excels every
wild beat in ferocity, cruelty. He becomes a devil, the
supreme spirit of evil, the enemy of God and man, a Satan
incarnate in the human form. Then his fellow beings arc
consumed by the fire ignited by thtir own species. No
outside ageacy is then needed for the extirpation of man
from the face of the earth.
Such are the times when the infinite mercy of God is
set afoot to succow suffering humanity from the evil of his
own doings. For in such times of strain a d stress only
the teachers of humanity sent by God can rescue man
from the desrtruetion wrought by his own hands. Humanity
is once more brought back to the path of virtue and goodness througb the efforts of theso guides of mankind. The
world than again becomes a place to live for and die for.
Before I tell you about the supreme benevolence of
the prophctas of Ood and the extensive scope of the task
allotted to t:hem, I wouM like to put befora you a parable
which alludes to the nature and significance of the prophets' work. - Once a few students o n a pleasure trip were

him by putting his own life a t stake. The parents of this
boy, nay, all those who have held him dear, would expresr
their heartfelt gratitude to the brave man and remember
his kindness throughout their lives.
There is, however. a still higher degree of mercy, and
it consists of the saving of entire humanity from death and
destruction. But, cvcn the destruction of humanity can be
of varying degrees. It may be a temporary debacle or
total annihilation. The benevolence of the prophets of
God is infinitely superior to the altruism of other human
beings inasmuch as the former leave indelible imprints of
their mercy on thtir fellow beings. Time, whose tooth
gnaws away everything else, is like turbulent waves of a
surging ocean which wipes out not only individuals but
nations also. Many a nation, country and civiiisation lies
buried beneath its dark waters. Its treacherous wavea am
ever intent to devour an erring people and, therefore, the
question that has ever vexed the minds of human beings is
how to cross this roaring sea to reach the shore of safety.
Thus, anybody who could safeiy pilot the sinking ship of
humanity would, unquestionably, & the true benefactor of
humanity. The eatire prcgcny of Adam is, in fact
indebted to those savants and senrants of bumanity who
have bequeathed t o it the treasures of knowledge and
learning and made its life easier and richer. Bur, at a time
when the life i&f is in danger, only that man can be
called a true saviour who saves the life of human baing8
from the cruel jaws of death and complete annihilation.
Why was this circling wave of death and dcstruction threatening tho existence of man? It was, as it
has ever &en, due to msn's ignmum of tho Eocd md Murtsi of the

were scared to death, and it was now the turn of the boatman to pose a question to the boys about their knowledge
and learning.
"Boys," addressed the boatman invitirlg their attention,
$*haveyou also learnt swimming."
Terror stricken, all the bays replied in a chorus, r'No,
we have not learnt it.'*
chWell", retorted the old man, 4sIhad wasted only
half of my life-time, but you have lost the whole of it. If
this boat capsizes, all the sciences you have been talking
about would go down to the bottom of the river with you.
Would that you had learnt swimming also which would
have saved your tife as well your knowledge."
The record of buman life on this earth tells us that
whenever the ship of humanity bas capsized owing to man's
own failings, hardly anything was left to be salvaged. All
the treasures of arts and learning. palatial buildings and
developmental works, philosophy and literature, in short,
all that hack been produced by labour of man over
thousands o f years was lost with the debacle of an erring
people. We also know that no civilisation has ever been
destroyed because of the lack of poetic genius of its
people, or th-e poor standard of literature it had produced,
nor yet did i t go down owing to inadequate number of its
educational institutions, low standards of living or lack of
capital for i8s trade and industry. The one cause of its
collapse was that man himself wanted to commit suicide.
You may believe it or not, but the history of bygone civilisations telks us that there had been many an occasion
when man h a d directed his efforts to destructive pursuits
with such a =st and enthusiasm as if he were performing

a river with an illiterate old oarsman.
The boys, in a jovial mood, thought of making merry
with the poor old man, and one of them came out with
the question : "Uncle, have you received some education
enjoymg boating in

too ?"
ccNo, I havc not read anything," replied the boatman'*Plying of boats has been my ancestral profession and
this is the only art 1know t o earn a living for my family,"
Another boy promptly rejoined, +.But you must havc
learnt some grammar or read a bit of literature, my

dear?"
(<Itis for the first time," replied the boatman, **thatI
have heard of these things."
"But," insisted the third boy, c4youmust be knowing
something of geometry for it is essential for propelling
boats in a correct manner. Surely, you can't do without
it ?"
The boys continued to makt fun of the poor man by
asking about each branch of arts and sciences they had
been studying at their college. Ultimately, they asked
about the age of the boatman who informed them that he
had crossed his fortieth year. The boys lost no time in
giving their verdict : "Alas ! you have wasted half of
your precious lifetime for nothing."
The old man had no explanation to offer, but. perhaps,
Providence intended t o teach a lesson to these young
men. The coot and clear water of the rivcr had betn
flowing calmly so long but suddenly a violent wind arose,
as if from nowhere, causing a stir in the river. The surging waves now threatened the safety of the boat which, it
seemed, would capsize in a Ecw minutes. All the boys
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a constructive task beneficial to humanity. At times he
had joyfully insisted on going to the gallows as if he were
tired of life and its extinction was a great blessing to be
( 11

innocent new-born daughters by their heartless fathers? It
w w all this and much more. It was as though the mother
earth wanted to swallow its entire progeny. I have no words
to describe the terrifying conditions through which the whole
world was passing in thoso days. Only those can understand it who had themselves lived in that horrible age.
It was thns not a problem confronting any single nation
or cour~trybut the destiny of the whole human race was at
a.
If any artist capable of converting a vision into
eternity ware to paint the portrait of a good-looking young
man in a fine fettle, a soul shining through its crystal coverin& and could somehow show him to Ibc the vicegerent of
God on tartb who was ready to take a leap in the abyss of
fire, then be would perhaps
d in portraying the situstion thus &picted in the Quran :*4(Xow)ye were upon tha
brink of an abyss of fife, He did save you from it." The
holy Prophe has also illustrated this critical situation
through a simile. He says : **Themission and @dance
f have been vouchsafed to deIivcr to tbis world is like tbis:
A man mado a bontlrc.md when it illuminated the sunoundings, insects:began to jrunp over it. You aiw waat to take
a leap into
firc in a like manner bat I am holding you
by your waists to save you from falling into the enternd
fire."f
The whale problem was how to lead the caravan of
humanity to its safe destination. A11 the social and dcvelopmental mQavours, educational and literary effortswere
possible only after man had bttn bma&t back to a normal,
sensib1c frormre of lrniod Thm is the h t doubt that the

sought for at all costa.
The world was passing tbrough a state of hysterics at
the close of the sixth century of the Chriitisn era The
entire human race had, it seems, taken a pledge to commit
suicide. God has portrayed, in the Quran, the condition
then obtaining in the world so graphically that no artist
can draw such a true-to-life picture of the then situation.
*4Andremember Allah's favour unto you : how ye
were enemies and H e made fsimzdship between your
hearts so that ye becarnu as brothers by His grace; and
(how) ye wcre upon the brink of an abyss of fire, and
H e did savt you from it."a
If our historians and littaratcurs have not been able to
preserve the heart-rending account of the pagan past, they
need not be blamed for it because limitations of human
language and forms of e x p r d o o woutd not have allowed
them to capture in words the dreadful situation of the then
world. The shape of things was so harriblc, so critical that
not the best word painter could have succeeded in its faithful
depiction. How could bave any historian drawn a picture
of that horrible situation? Did the ago of Ignorance mean
merely moral corruption of the A r a b and a few other
nations? Did it pose the problem o f idolatry, depravity or
dccadcnce or else self-hdulgcrw, inequity and axploitation
of the poor or criminal behaviour of the then stronger
nations? Was it simply the question of the burial of
---dm

1.

m:lo3

( 11
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was all this and much more. It was as though the mother
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(how) ye were upon the brink of an abyss of fire, and
He did save you from it.")
If our historians and litteratcurs have not been able to
preserve the heart-rending account of the pagan past, they
need not be blamed for it because limitations of human
language and forms of txprewioa woutd not have allowed
them to capture in words t h dreadful gituation of the then
world. The shape of things was so harrible, so critical that
not the best word painter a u l d have succKded in it8 fdthful
depiction. How could have any historian drawn a picture
of that horrible situation? Did the ago of Ignorance mean
merely moral corruption of the Arabs and a few other
nations? Did it pose the problem of idolatry, depravity or
decadence or else scff-iudulgcnce, inequity and exploitation
of the poor or criminal behaviour of the then stronger
nations? Was it simply the question of the burial of
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imagine, what would happen if the wholo people were to
lose their heads.
During the era we speak of as the Age of Ignorance
the entire human race had become so depraved, so cruelh w d that it took pleasure in the suffering of man. This
is not poetry but supported by hard facts of history: man
had turned a demon who was most enthusiastic to witness
the death and suffering of hi own specie& He prized the
spectacle of the pangs of death suffered by human beings
mote t b 8 ~the pleasure he derived from merry-making,
eating and drmkiag.
Gladiatorial sports involving combats between men
and wild beasts under the Romans displayed more vividly
than any othcr crime against humanity, the abyss for
human nature to sink. But this was not an enormity that
had captmed the imagination of a few guilty conscience.
Writing about the immtnse popularity of these shows
Lecky says M liis Hirrory of European Moruls that sthe
magnifiaat circus, the gorgeous dresses of the assembled
Court, tk contagion of a passionate enthusiasm thrilling
almost visibly through the mighty throng, the breathless
silence of expectation, the wild cheers bursting simultaneously from eighty thousand tongues, and echoing to the
farthkst outslEirts of the city, the rapid alternation of the
fray, the deeds of splendid courage that were manifested
were all fitted to emmcc tbc imagination.*& The interest
and enthusiasm that attended these games of inconceivable
atrocity was so intense that special laws were found n e e
ssary, and so-matimes iasdlicient, to check them.
1.
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greatest good the prophets have done to the humanity consists of saving it from the unknown, imminent dangers
threatening to destroy it for ever. No literature or philosophy, reformatory or constructive effort, not even the
survival ofman on this planet could have been possible
without the merciful endeavours of the prophets of God.
But, so ungrateful is man that he has announced with the
ffoarish of trumpets, time and again, that the prophets of
God had bad their time, and that the world no longer
ncadtd them. Its seers and guides have repeatedly declared
that tbe prophets had nothing new to offer, no benefits to
confer on humanity. M a n has, in this way, ttaliy made a
case over and over again against his own existence in
thisworld.
When any civilisation becomes over-sophisticated it
closes its eyes to the ethical precepts. Man forgets everything save the satisfaction of his desires and replaces his
loving, meroiful heart by a selfish and ferocious disposition. His covetoua greed takes the shape of an aching void
which can never be filled in. This is the time when man
becomes mad after tbe world and ail that it stands for and,
then, Providenca moves to chasten him and give him his
dcserts.Iqbalthe Poct of the Easf has given expression to the
same truth in one of his verses :
Fever of hnacy then overtakes the kings,
Ferule of God are all, Timur and Chiaghcz.

You erzn replace the words 'kings' and *kingship'by
civilisation, for the insanity of civilisation is nowadays much
mare dangerous and wider in scope than the madness of
the kings of OM. A single lunatic can make a hell of the
life of all the people around him but, one can very well
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credulous beliefs and irrational fear of the demons and
devils. He spent his life in the fear of the unknown and
the hope from non-existent powers which could not but
foster mental confusion, cowardice, doubtfulness and indecision in him. The Prophet of Islam mate him self-reliant,
courageous, rational and undoubting by removing the ftar
of everything else save that of his real Master and the Lord.
It was because of him that man came to recognise his Creator as the Supreme Power, the Enricher and Destroyer.
This new dimvery srcant a world of change for him as he
cut himself adrift from all superstitious beliefs, irrational
fears, dubiousness and misgivings. He could now see the
unity of cause in the manifoldness of phenomena, was
reassured of hi3 pivotal position in the scheme of creation,
became aware of his worth and dignity, in short, his accep
tance of the serfdom of the One and only God made him
the master of every other created being and object. It was,
tbus, for thi-t
time that man became aware of the exaited position alloted to him by God.
Unity of Godhead came to be recogniscd, thanks to the
last Prophet, as the guiding principle for all schools of
thought, philo9opbies and creeds- Even polytheistic religions
w m so powesrfuUy influeaced by it that their votaries
began to fight shy of their creeds and started putting up
constructions Go explain away their rites and obsenranees
demanding devotion t o gods and demi-gods. The heathen
belitf in the worship of numerous deities began to suffer
from a sense lof inferiority from which it has still not recovered. This was tho greatest gift bestowed on humanity
by the holy Paophet
The secolnd great favw conferred by the Messenger of

(
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Thus, the besst in man had taken hold of him during
the Age Of Ignorance. He had, by his deeds, hnished the
proof that he had forfeited the right to live in this world,
or, rather, he had himself lost every desire to remain in
this world any more. Yct, his Lord and Master, the Most
Compassionate and the Most Merciful had decided otherwise. He wanted to save the world and the progeny of
Adam from dustrnction through a Messcngcr who was
told that :
c'And(0 Muhammad) We sent thee not save as a
mercy for the peoples."
It is plain as day that the entire duration of the
world's existence since the debut of I& holy Prophet of
Islam stems from his mcrciful deeds. First of all he
removed the Sword of Damocles hanging over tbe head of
humanity by giving it a new ideal to live for and a new
zest and confidence to work for it. A new age of culture
and civilization, arts and learning, material and spiritual
progress-a new brave world-came into existence through
his efforts.
The first and foremost service that he rendered to the
humanity consisted of the faith in the Oneness of a d .
No other creed more revolutionary, more fife-giving and
more profitable could have been vourhrafed to the humanity. Man had been proud and presumptuous, boastful of
his creations like philosophy and poetry and the art of
government; be took pride in enslaving other countries and
nations; often arrogated himself even to the position of
God; but he also demeaned himself by bowing his head
before inanimate, lifeless objects, thingsof his own creation
and the mountains, riven, trees and animals; and harboured
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Thus, the h s t in man had taken hold of him during
the Age Of Ignorance. He had, by his deeds, fiunished the
proof that be had forfeited the right to live in this world,
or, rather, he had himself lost every desire to remain in
this world any more. Yet, his Lord and Master, the Most
Compassionate and the Most Merciful had decided otherwise. He wanted to save the world and the progeny of
Adam from destruction through a Messenger who was
told that :
"And (0 Muhammad) Wc sent thee not save as a
mercy for the peoples,"
It is plain as day that the entire duration of the
world's existence since the debut of the holy Prophet of
Isiam stems from his merciful dccds. First of a11 he
removed the Sword of Damocles hanging over tbe head of
humanity by giving it a new idea1 to live for and a new
zest and confidence to work for it. A new age of culture
and civilization, arts and learning, material and spiritual
progress-a new brave world-came into existence through
his efforts.
The first and foremost service that he rendered to the
humanity consisted of the faith in the Oneness of God.
No other creed more revolutionary, more life-giving and
more profitable could have been vourhrafed to the humanity. Man had been proud and presumptuous, boastful of
his creations like philosophy and poetry and the art of
government; be took pride in enslaving other countries and
nations; often arrogated himself even to the position of
God; but he also demeaned himself by bowing hi head
before inanimate, lifeless objects, things of his own creation
and the mountains, riven, trees and animals; and harboured

tionary was this call that it had sent the world into jitters.
Today we find the principle of human equality enshrined in
the constitutions of different countries and being proclaimed
from the forum of the United Nations Organisation in
the shape of the Charter of Human Rights but it was all
due to the pioneering efforts of the follbwers of Muhammad, Muslim missionaries and reformers, who made indefatigable efforts t o establish a truly egalitarian Muslim
society. It was this model established through their toil
and tears that later on came to be accepted as the standard
for human existence in this world. There was a time when
numerous clans and families claimed their descent from the
sun or moon The Quran quotes the belief then held by the
Jews and the Christians in these words : "The Jews and
the Christians say : We are the children of God and those
whom He loves."'
The Pharaohs of Egypt claimed themselves to be the incarnation of Sun-god while India had
several ruling families which arrogated themselves as the
progeny of sun and moon. The Emperors of Iran called
themselves Kesrta or Chosroes which meant that Divine
blood flowed in their veins. The last Iranian Emperor was
known as Yazdgard chiefly owing to the Divine respects
paid to him b y his subjects.
The Chinese rulers dcemcd thcmsehes to be the sons
of Heaven. They believed that the Heaven was their god,
who, with his spouse, the goddess earth, had given birth
to the human beings,and P'au Ku,the Chinese Emperor,
was the Erst-born son of Heaven enjoying supernatural
powcrs. T h e Arabs were so proud of their language that

God on human beings was the concept of equality and
brotherhood of mankind. The world before him was
divided by manifold divisions of castes and creeds, tribes
and nations, some claiming ranks of nobility for themstlvts
and condemning others to the position of serfs and chattels.
It was for the first time that the world heard the revolutionary message of buman equality from the Prophet of fslam:
"0 Mankind. Your God is one and you have but
one father. You are all progeny of Adam, and Adam
waa made of clay. Lo ! the noblest among you, in the
sight of God, is tho best in conduct. No Arab has
any preference over a non-Arab save by his piety.'*

The Prophet made this declaration on the occasion of
his last Haj before a congregation of one hundred and twentyfour thousand persons. His announcement put the seal on
the twin principles of the Unity of God and the Unity of
mankind. These are the two natural foundations for
r~isingany edifice of peace and progress, friendship and
cooptration between different peoples and nations. Tbcy
create a twin relationship between human beings-that of
One Lord aad one father for all of them. Oneness of God
is the spiritual principle o f h u m n equality just as common
lineage of the high and the low, the white and the coloured
places them on th6 same plane of humanity.
The world was not in a frame of mind to give cars to
the message of cquality of human beings when it was first
announced by the Prophet of Islam. It was then a radical
a clean sweep of the then sacircl relationships
and eoonomic and politiCal orders. SOstriking and revolu-
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God on human beings was the concept of equality and
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had Himself heralded the purpose of man's creation in
these words of lasting beauty:
*'He it is W h o creattd for you all that is in the
ca~th.'~l

Man was dcclartd as the best of creations, the ruler of
the world and all that exists in it.
"Verily We have honoured the children of Adam.
We carry them on the land and the sea, and havc
made provision of good thing for them, and have
preferred them above many of those whem We created
with a marked preferment."'

M a n had been aczustomed to associate nobility with
those who claimed ,thtmselves to bt the progeny of gods
and demi-gods. In order that the honour of the common
man was not usurped again by the selected few, the prophet announced :
<'Thewhole of mankind is the family of God and
he amongst His family is dearest to H i who does
good to others."*
A celestial Tradition of the Prophet alludes to the deep
conof Go@for the welfare of human beings. It says :
4bGodwould as% (someone) on the Day of Judgement, *'I
was ill but you, did not pay a visit to Me." The man
would Wly ; **HOW
could have I paid a visit to Thee,
Thou art the Lord of the worlds." But C30d would say,
-Do you not w o l l t c t that one of My slaves was ill? Had
you gone to me him, you woald have found Me by his?
1. II:29
2. XVII:70
3. Mishkat
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every other nation besides their own was an Ajamf or dumb
to them.Likewise, the Qugish of Makkah being extremely
conscione of maintaining their superiority, claimed a position of privilege even in the performance of Haj. This was
the shape of things, aU over the world, when the Quran
heralded that all human beings were equal.
I'O mankind ! Lo l We have created you male
and female, and havc made you nations and tribes that
ye may know one another. Lo ! the noblext of you,
in the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo !
Allah is Knower, Aware."
-

In another surd, which is the opening chapter of the
Quran, it was declared thatLGPraise
be to Allah, Lord of the world^."^

The third great gift and a boon to the humanity
bestowed by the Prophet of Ishm is the Islamic concept of
human dignity. During the Age of X)arkness when Islam
made its appearance none was so ignoble and humiliated as
man. Without any worth, he had absolutely no sense of
human dignity. Oftentimes tnes and animals regarded as
sacred owing to religious beliefs or traditions, enjoyed a
more coveted place than man himself. Human sacrifices at
the altar of deities were a common spectacle. It was solely
due to Muhammad, the Prophct, that man came to appreciate the faGt that human beings, the glorious creation of
God, were entitled to much more loving regard, respect
and honour than any other creature. The rank the holy
Prophet accorded to man was next only to God. for God
1. XLIX: 13
2. f : l

( 2a

You can very well imagine the pitiable condition of
man in the days when this powerful voice of human
dignity had not been raised in the world. A mere whim
of a king or emperor could then cost the life of a thousand
men, It was then not unusual for an ambitious adventurer to put to sword the entire population of a conquered
land. Alexander converted all the countries from Greece
to India into a vast battlefield. Caeser played with the
lives of human beings as if they were wild beasts The two
World Wars fought only recently had cost the lives of
millions merely for securing markets for the industrial
produce of advanced nations or to establish national or
political ascendancy of certain nations over all others.
Iqbal has corrtctly assessed the political ambitions of man
in this verse :
Man is still possessed by the imperialistia lust,
What a pity ! Man prowling after man as yet.
At the time when Muhammad was invested with the
mantle of prophethood, a general sense of pessimism
springing from the worthlessness of human nature and
hopelessness of Divine succow filled the air. The aacient
religions of the East and the mutilated Christianity,
specially in t h e West, had an equal share in producing that
mental climate. The philosophy of re-birth, preached by
f
India, which assigned no place to
the religions c ~ ancient
the will and decision of man,meant that the present lifc
was but a f o m of retribution forone's actions during his
previous life vith which the Christian doctrine of Original
Sin and Atonsment had joined hands to shake the confidence of milli,ions, all over the world, in the respondence
and amenabiliity of human actions. Mankind had lost faith

1

side." Then God would again ask, csOSon of Adam, I
asked you to feed Me, but you refused it to Me." The
man would submit, GsHowcould have 1fed Thee, Thau art
the Lord of the Worlds"? But the reply of God would be:
&*Do
you not remember that one of My slaves had asked
you for food? Didn't you know that if you had given him
food. you would have found it with Me P" God would
again a&, a . 0 son of Adam, I asked you for water to drink
bat you refnscd it to Me." The man would say in reply,
Lord, HOWcould have I given water to Thee. Thou
art the Lord of the worlds?" But the mply given by God
would be: '*Doyou not recollect that one of My slaves
asked you for water, but you refused? Did you not know
that if you had given him water, you would have found
it with Mc? "1
Islam preaches unailoyed and absolute unity of G o d
and rejects every form of rmthropomorphism. Still, it
employs this similitude to drive home the rank and dignity
of man in the eyes of God. Has any other religion or
philosophical thought accorded a nobler place to human
bei~gsthan Islam ?
The Prophet of Islam taught that the surest way to
attract blessings of God was to be kind and considerate to
others.
(#TheMost Compassionate(God) is kind to those
who arc kind to others. If you would show kindness
to those who live on the earth, He who lives in the
Heaven, shall shower His blessings on you."'
- -

1. SahihMusIim
2. Abu Da'ud

( 21

You can very well imagine the pitiable condition of
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despondent humanity condemned for ever by the guilt of
Original Sin and his past misdoings. What a great change
it meant in the prevailing atmosphere of gloom and dcpression of spirits is illustrated by the fact that the Prophet
came to bt known as 'Apostle of hpentance". Repentance, he said, did not involve faint-hmrtedness, nor did it
arise from fear of disapprobation, but was a bold and a
daring step of the firat man, Adam, who bad thus shown
the nobility of his innate nature. The Prophet of Islam
endued repentance with the sacredness attached to the acts
of devotion to God. He preached the virtues of seeking
pardon so forcefully that even the irredeemable sinners.
who bad lost all hope of forgivcntss, resoived to turn away
from the sinful ways and to begin a new life of virtue and
uprightness, and many of them attained a sublimity of spirit
that was envied by others.
Describing the clemency of God which is ever willing
to forg*c
Pinocrs, the Quran employs a diction so alluringly charming that one wonders whether God loves them
more who seeR Hie forgiveness after deviating from the
path of virtue. Tlie Quranic verse quoted here shows how
forbearing, how long-6flering and how ma@animous God
is to the man who cares to turn towards Him for exoneration of the sins. Says the Quran :
*-Say thou :0 my bondmen who have sommitttd
extravagmce against thcmstlves, despair not of the
mercy of Allah; verily Allah will forgive their sins
altogether:. Verily Ht ! He is the Forgiving, the Mer-
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in the mercy of God whose eternal and immutable decree
seemed to have condemned man to a pre-determined
destiny without reference to his eviI or virtuous bchaviour.
But Muhammad affirmed that man was born with a clean
slate and perfect freedom of action. Ht was, declared the
Prophet, the author of his actions, both good and evil, and
deserved reward or punishment in accordance with his own
decision to shape the course of his actions. Discarding the
theory of vicarious Atonement, the Quraa established owe
for all that every man was his own redeemer :
"And that for man shall be naught,
Save that wberefor he maketh effort,
And that his endeavour shall be presently
observed."l

This was a message of salvation to man which gave
him a new confidence in himself and in his ability to chart
out his destiny. He applied himself with a renewed vigour,
confidence and determination to shape up his own life
and brighten the future of humanity.
The Prophet of Id-am also declared that sins were but
temporary deviations from the right path, inherent in the
nature of man, and were brought about by ignorance,
mistake and the promptings of the devil or man's own
sensual desires. But the innate desire of man was to ~ g r t t
his mistakes and seek pardon of God with a contrite heart.
To be broken in spirit by a sense of the guilt and to seek
the forgivcnas of God showed the goodness of human
riature and attracted mercy of the Lord. This gospel of
hope and good tidings was a revolutionary message to the

----1.

LIII:

39-40

despondent humanity condemned for ever by the guilt of
Original Sin and his past misdoings. What a great change
it meant in the prevailing atmosphere of gloom and dcpression of spirits is illustrated by the fact that the Prophet
came to be known as 'Apostle of Repentance". Repentance, he said, did not involve faint-heartedness, nor did it
arise from fcar of disapprobation, but was a bold and a
daring step of the first man, Adam, who bad thus shown
the nobility of his innate nature. The Prophet of Islam
endued repentance with the sacredness attached to the acts
of devotion to God. He preached the virtues of seeking
pardon so forcefully that even the irredeemable sinners.
who had lost aft hope of forgivcncss, resolved to turn away
from the sinful ways and to begin a new life of virtue and
uprightness, and many of them attained a sublimity of spirit
that was envied by others.
Descriengg the clemency of God which is ever willing
to forgive the &innera,the Qumn employs a diction so alluringly charmins that one wonden whether God loves them
more who setL His forgiveness after deviating from the
path of virtue. The Quranic verse quoted here shows how
forbearing, haw long-6Mering and how ma~animousGod
is to the man who cares to turn towards Him for exoneration of the sins;. Says the Quran :
'.Say .thou :0 my bondmen who have committed
extravagamce against themselves, despair not of the
mercy of Allah; verily Allah will forgive thtir sins
altogether- Verily He ! He is the Forgiving, tbe Merciful."~

( 23 1
in the mercy of God whose eternal and immutable decree
seemed to have condemned man to a pre-determined
destiny without reference to his evil or virtuous bthaviour.
But Mubarnmad affirmed that man was born with a clean
slate and perfect freedom of action. He was, declared the
Prophet, the author of his actions, both good and evil, and
deserved reward or punishment in accordance with his own
decision to shape the course of his actions. Discardiig the
theory of vicarious Atonement, the Quran established ozlce
for all that every man was his own redeemer :
bsAndthat for man shall be naught,
Save that wherefor he maketh effort,
And that his endeavour shall be presently
observed."l

This was a message of salvation to man which gave
him a new confidence in himself and in his ability to chart
out his destiny. He applied himself with a renewed vigour,
confidence and determination to shape up his own life
and brighten the future of humanity.
The Prophet of Ia@m also declared that sins were but
temporary deviations from the right path, inherent in the
nature of man, and were brought about by ignorance,
mistake and the promptings of the devil or man's own
sensual desires. But the innate desire of man was to regret
his mistakes and seek pardon of God with a contrite heart.
To be broken in spirit by a sense of the guilt and to seek
the forgiveness of God showed the goodness of human
riature and attracted mercy of the Lord. This gospel of
hope and good tidings was a revolutionary message to the
we---
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The place of honour accorded to those who repent of
revealed
on the occasion of the forgiveness of three companionsa
of the holy Prophet, who had been excluded from other
followers for tbeir failure to accompany the Prophet in the
expedition of Tabuk. Before th3 verse alludes to the
mistake of these companions being condoned by God, it
mentions the Prophtt and the Ansars and Muhajirs in
order that no st3gma was attached to them after their
rnistakea had been p a r d d . The Quran, in this way,
teaches all believers, who take the companions of the
Prophet as models of virtue, tkat no ignominy attaches to
a man after a genuine change of heart. The way these
verses explain the consequences of blotting out of the sins
and elation of the repentant sinners can hardly be found
in the scriptures of other religions or treatises on ethics.
These verses read :
($Illah hlrth turned in mercy to the Prophet, and
to the Mubajirin and the Ansar who fbitowed him in
the hour of hardship. After tho hearts of a party of
them had almost s w c ~ e daside, then turned Be unto
them in mercy. Lo ! He is Fuil of pity, Merciful for
them.
and to the t h m also (did He turn in mercy)
who were left behind, -when the earth, vast as it is, was
straitened for them, and their own souls were straitened for cham till they bethought them that there is no
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Some other vases of the Qurm exhortins the believers
to acquire positive merits and to win their way to the evcrlasting B l h , addreas them in these words :
+cAndvie o m with another for forgiveness from
your Lord, and toward the Garden as wide as are the
heavens and the earth, prepared for those who ward
off (evil) :
pr and thost who spend (of that which Allah hath
given tbem) in ease and in adversity, those who'control
their wrath and are forgiving toward mankind ; Allah
lovcth the good ;
&*And
those who, when they do an evil thing or
wrong t h e m s e h s nmunber Allah and ixhplorc forgiveness for their sins-Who forgiveth sins save Allah
only 2- and will not knowingly repeat (the wrong)
they did.
a*Tbe raward of such will be forgiveness from
their Lord, and gardens underneath which rivers fiow,
whmin they will abide for ever-a bountifbl reward
for workers 1-8
Among the characteristics of tfit true believers, enumerated in another nnre, repenbance takes precedence of

all othars:
" T k y are those who repunt, who worship, who
pcaist, who fast conshntlj, who bow down, who
prostrate thcmwlves, who command the reputable and
restrain from the diarspatable and who keep the d i naDces of Allah : and bear 'thou glad tidings to the
believm !"a
1. IUt :133-96
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The place of honour accorded to those who repent of

W
i sins b illustrated by the verses of the Quran revealed
on the occasion of the forgiveness of three companionsa
of the holy Prophet, who had been excluded from other
followers for tbeir failure to accompany the Prophet in the
expedition of Tabuk. Baforc th3 versa alludes to the
mistake of these companions being condoned by God, it
mentions the Prophet and the Ansars and Muhajirs in
order that no stigma was attached to them after their
mistaka had been pardoned. The Quran, m this way,
teaches all believers, who take the compmions of the
Prophet as models of virtue, that no ignmnhy attaches to
a man after a genuine change of heart. The way these
verses explain the consequences of blotthg out of the sins
and elation of the repentant sinners can hardly be found
in the scriptures of other religions or treatises on ethics.
T h e vases read :
4a'Allah hrrth turned in mercy to the Prophet, and
to the Muhajitin and the Aasar who fbitowed him in
the hour of hardship. After the hearts of a party of
thcm had almost swcrved aside, then turned )Lr: unto
them h mercy. Lo ! He is Full of pity, Merciful for
them.
&#And
to the t h m also (did He turn in mercy)
who were left behind,.when the earth, vast as it is, was
straitened fbr thcm, and their own souls were straitened for them till thcy bethought them that there is no
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Some other vases of the Qurm exhorting the believers
to acquire positive merits and to win their way to the everlasting Bliss, addreas them in these words :
bCAndvie o m with another for forgiventss from
your Lord, a d toward the Garden arr wide as are the
heavens and the earth, prepared for those who ward
off (evil) :
and those who spend (of that which Allah hath
given them) in ease and in adversity, those who'control
their wrath and are forgiving toward mankind ; Allah
lovcth thc good ;
alAndthose who, when they do an evil thing or
wrong thcmaciws remember Allah and intplorc forgiveness for their sins-Who forgivtth sins save Allah
only 2- and will not knowingly repeat (the wrong)
thcy did.
**The reward of such wiU be forgiveness from
their Cord, and gardens underneath which rivers flow,
whmin they will abide for cyer-a bottntifbl reward
for worker&!'%
Among the chstactaristics of the ttue bcliivns, enu-

merated in another ~ c r s e ,repentance takes precedence of
at1 others:
cThcy are those who repent, who worship, who
praiat, who fast constantly, who bow down, who
prostrat0 thtmstlves, who command the reputable and
reskain from the disqmtabla and who keep the ordinances of Allah : and bear 'thou glad tidings to the
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most vicious among the castaways of society.
And now we come to yet another gift of the prophethood of Muhmmad which is still more &-reaching, more
beneficial to the humanity at large, This was the concept
of the unity of spirit and matter, the harmony of the sacred
and the mundane. He taught that the distinction made
between the two was r u p d c i a l and formal, for every action
of man, his bcbavlour and moral, was guided by his motive
or mental attitude which, in the terminology of religion,
was known as niyat or intention. For no religious belief
is entirely divorced from the realities of human experience
in its manifold practical aspects, the intention or purpose
with which any act is done sets the test of its being g o d
or bad. It does not rccognise the division between the
temporal and eccIesiastical since man's desire to propitiate
God and to foPlow His commands sincerely permeates into
every fibre of human activity, no matter whether it is the
arc of government or war, availing oneself of om's earthly
posstssions o r satisfaction of' one's natural desires, or earning one's livimg or leading a married life. Witb a noble
intention every mundane act is turned into a virtuous deed
and a means to attaining propinquity to God. On the
contrary, no merit whatsoever attaches to acts f i e devotion to God or fighting in the path of God if the sincere
desire to attain the will and pleasure of God were absent
The anciemt world had divided life into two wmpartmeats, religiorus and secular ;and result was that a
wedge had bcc.:n driven between those who scltcted one of
these as the : pursuit of their lift. Oftentimes, thc two
groups were tat loggetheads with one another, for, the
'world' and creligiw' were to them incompatible spheres

refuge from Allah save toward Him. Then turned He
unto them in mercy that they (too) might turn (repentant unto Him). Lo ! Allah ! He is the Relenting, the
Mercifui."'
Remission of sin leads us to one of the chief attributes
of the Divine Being, that is. His mercy and compassion.
The bounty of God's mercy is the constant theme of the
Quran. Says God : "My mercy embraceth ail things;"g
while a celestial Tradition of the prophet tells us : c4Verily
My Mercy overcomes My anger." To despair of the God's
mercy was made a cardinal sin. Qouting Jacob and Abraham, two great Prophets of God, the Quran announces :
'<Verilynone despaireth of the comfort of Allah except a
people disbelie~ing"~
and s6whodespaireth of the mercy of
his Lord save those who are astray ?"'
The misery and suffering the human race endured
upon earth was, according to the Jewish and Christian
doctrines, but a feeble image of the never-ending agony
which awaited man in the future world. The monastic
orders of the Medieval Ages had taken up this doctrine,
which, in itself, was sufficiently revolting, but they had
developed it with an appalling vividness and minuteness.
The humanity scared by these ghastly visions and glimpses
of eternal suffering, was relieved by the Prophets' emphasis on God's all embracing mercy and the eEcacy of
repentance which could wipe the slate clean of even the
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the pleasure of God and service of humanity. It was
because of him that the world could see the ascetics who
wore crowns on their heads and the warriors who v a t
their nights in devotions and prayers.
It would be difF~cultto conceive of a more complete
transformation of life than the one brought about by the
fusion of the secular and the sacred, which would rcquiie
several volumes to be explained in detail. Iqbal has very
succinctly versified the significance of this concept in one
of his immortal poem.
00monastic order was laid the foundation of
Church,
How could mendicity contain the royatty in its
coofi~cs?
The conflict was deep, betweto hermitry and kingship,
One was triumphant, tho other subdued.
Politics got rid of religion,
Helpless was the high priest.
When the world and religion parted ways,
Avarice was the ruler, King and Vizier.
Dualism was the doom of mind and matter,
Dualism made the civilization blind.
This i s the mirack of the dweller of desert,
Whose warnings reflected the tidings-glad ;
That the humanity's only refuge was tbiar,
That (the mystic)Junaid unites with Ardshcr (the king) I
Yet another radical change brought about by the Prophet of Islam in tba iife of man ppas to make him conscious
of the ultimate end of his life. Unawan of his goal and

of human life. Every man had to choose one of the two
since nobody could be expected to travel in two boats
simultaneously. The prevalent view was that the path of
salvation lay not through the rough and tumbIe of Iife, but
away from the social, economic and politicai problems of
worldly pursuits. No concept of religion which bars the
gates to material progress and acquisition of power, riches
and fcune could be of interest to intelligent, capable and
ambitiow persons with the result that a great segment of
humanity had delivered itself from the rigorous dbiplitie
of asceticism which bad come to be associated with religion. By withdrawing themselves from the virtuous
energies, these men had prevented the great importance of
morals from appearing perceptibly in public affairs. The
State had revolted against the Church and made itself free
from all obligations to it. This hideous schizophrenia not
only divested what was called worldly, from the gifts of
spiritual beatitude, but also gave birth to the modern faithlessness and agnosticism of Europe which is now threatening to inundate the entire world, if'only, because of its
political and cultural supremacy. The present wave of
crass materialism, loss of faith and moral abasement is
but a direct consequence of the division between the spirit
and matter invented by the old pagan civilizations.
The Prophet of Mercy, who was scat to the humanity
as a Warner as well as a messenger of glad tidings, converted the entirc life of man into devotion to God by denying
the existence ofany cleavage between the spiritual and temporal spheres of human affairs. H e demolished the wedge
between the men of religion and those of the world and
commended all of them to unite their efforts for attaining

virtues, in the pursuit of which we find engaged thousands
oflove-lorn souls. During this period we find innumerable
men of God preaching love of God, kindness and compassion to every sentient being, merits of virtuous living,
acquisition of knowledge for attaining the pleasure of God,
revulsion to cruelty and indecency and the grace of
humility and modesty. Tbey taught the lesson of human
dignity and brotherhood of man and made this earth a
kingdom of God.
If you peep into the souls of thest clevatcd souls, yon
would witness the unbelievable flights of their imagination,
purity of their innermost feelings and nimbleness of their
perceptions. You would see how they were ever willing
to put their own Ufe at stake for others, made their own
children and family sufper for the good of all and sundry,
compelled the autocratic kings and potentiates to do justice
to the weak aad the poor, and how rightf'ufly just they were
even to their ememits, Of a fact, it would have been diflicult for us to belie= today what a fine spccinren of humanity. what a sublime soul, were these men of God if the
historians and biographers had not preserved a truthful
record of their livw and doings.
The atrikimg cbaoge in the manners and morals of the
people was indited a miracle worked by the holy Prophet
of Islam. Iqbbal mentions these gifts of Prophet Muhammad in some od hit inimitable verses:
He sleept on a mat of mbm,
He cbosc the nightly solitude of Mouat Hira,
And tfotmdcd a nation, law and government ;

objective, man had his eyes fixed on profane and paItry
objects. Hc directed his whole intelligence and labour to
the acquisition of some more wealth or land or fame or
power. Virtue having beta associated with the pleasurable
things, the main object of the vast majority of people was
to sublimate their conceptions of happiness and longing
with the satisfaction of carnal desires, song and colour,
merrymaking, fun and amusement. Revelry of the rich and
powerful soon brought up a class of parasites whose whole
busioess wan to tickle the fancy of their patrons. But
Muhammad told man that the great business of mankind
was to exert hirnself and strive to attain the perfect knowledge of God ;to contemplate on His nature and attributes
and lead his wandering soul to divine propinquity through
realisation of the Unlimited ; to search out the Unity of
the Cause of all causes in the sterling diverse phenomena
of nature ;and to seek his pleasure through being kind and
just and virtuous. He told man that these were the objectives whose achievement conferred a rank on him envied
by the angels of God.
Thus, the prophethood of Muhammad made a clean
sweep of the existing order of thlngs in the world. The
longing and desire of man was now centered a n a new
objective: love of God took possession of his being ;
the pleasure of God became the immortal thirst of human
heart and mercy and kindness to God's creatures was
recognised as the greatest virtue wbich became the sole
object of his endeavour. It was then. after the advent of
Islam that the leading feature of all the countries, Arabia
and Iran, Syria and Egypt, Turkistan and Iraq, North
Africa and Spain, became the search for higher and tender
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Dear Reader,

Thsn is no compulsion for man to accept the TRUTH.But it is catsinly
a shame upon the human intellect when man is not even interested in finding
out as to what is the TRUTH!
Is& teaches tbat God has given man the faculty of reason and therefore
expects nan to reason things out objectively and systematicallyfor himself. To
reflect and to w i t i o n and to reflect.
Nobody should press you to make a hasty decision to accept any of the
teachings of Islam, for Islam teaches that man shouid be given the fmdom to
choose. Even when nad is faced with the TRU'L'H, then is no compulsion upon
man to embrace it. But before you begin to form an opinion about Idam, ask
yourself whether your existing knowledge of Islam is thorough enough Ask
yourself whether that knuwledge has been obtained through non-Muslim third
party sources who themselves have probably been exposed to only random
glimpses of Islamic writings and have yet to reason on Islam objectively and
systematicallythemselves.
Is it fair that one sfrould form an opinion about the taste of a particu1ar
dish just by hearsay from others who may themselves not necessatiiy have
tasted the dish yet- Or? Similarlyyou should find out for yourself about Islam
from reliable sowws and not only taste it but digest it well before yon f o m an
opinion. That would be an intellectual approach to Islam.

It is Up to You to Make the Next Move
In making p u r move, Islam continuously reassured you that your rights
to freedom of choitz and freedom to use that God-given faculty of thought and
reason will be mpacted. Every man has that individual will. No one else can
take away that will md force you to surrender to the TRUTH . You have to find
out and make that decision yourself.
May your inlellectud journey towards the TRUTH be a pleasant one.

Hc passed his nights with sleepless eya,
That his Millet miaht s t e m on Chosroes throne ;
At prayer time, teats fell Iikc drops of rorin from
his eyes.
Which extirpated the l i a g e of kings.
He inaugurated a new Order in the world,
He brought the cmpirts old to an end ;
Io his sight the high and the low were oat,
Hc sat with the &YG at table one ;
Re burnt clear tho distiactfons of birth and clan.

Anotber poet, Ha,bas summed it up in a verse
w h d be says :
Springtide that now overfib the world,
Is the outgrowth of saplings planted by him.
Vetily,Godaithintmth:
save as a mercy for the peoples."

haveseatthee not

Quoted from the &&in & hf.&&cieace
by Dr.Maurice Bumidle .

Should you wish to know more about Islam, kindly write to us.
info@islamunveiled.org
Sybd Abul HMan Ali Nadwi, Speech dolivered at fuckhav an May 2,1975.

Dear Reader,

Thsn is no compulsion for maa to accept the TRUTH.But it is certainly
a shame upon the human intellect when man is not even interested in finding
out as to what is the TRUTH!
Islem teaches that God has given man the faculty of reason and therefore
expects man to reason things out objectively and systematicallyfor himself. To
reflect and to +,tion and to reflect.
N W y should press you to make a hasty decision to accept any of the
teachings of Islam, for Islam teaches that man should be given the fnedom to
choose. Even when rnm is faced with the TRUTH, thenis no compulsion upon
man to embrace it. But before you begin to form an opinion about Islam, ask
youmlf whether your existing knowledge of Islam is thorough enough Ask
yourself whether that knowledge has been obtained through non-Muslim third
party sources who theniselves have probably k e n exposed to only random
glimpses of Islsmic writings and have yet to reason on Islam objectively and
systematicallythc~nselm.
Is it fair that one should fom an opinion about the taste of a particular
dish just by hearsay from others who may themselves not necessarily have
tasted the dish yet OR Simiiarly you should futd out for yourself about Islam
from reliable sources and not only taste it but digest it well before yon form an
opinion. That would be an inteliectual approach to Islam.

It ik Up to You to Make the Next Move
In making pxr move, Islam continuously reasrmnd you that your rights
to freedom of choice and freedomto use that God-given faculty of thought and
reason wiIl be respsied Every rnan has that individual will. No one else can
take away that will md force you to surrender to the TRUTH . You have to find
out and make that decision yourself.
May your inteAlcctualjourney towards the TRUTH be a pleasant one.

He passed his nights with rlaeplcss eyes,
That his MitIes dnht s l m ~
on Chosroes throne ;
At prayer time, tears fell like drops of rain from

his eye.
Which extirpated tht lintage of kings.
He inaugumtd a new Order in the world,
Be brought the cmpimr old to an tad ;
fa his sight the high and the low wen OW,
He sat with the dam at tabb one ;
He burnt clear tfie distinctions of birth and clan.

Another poet, Hali, bas swclmed it up in a verse
wherein he says :
Springtide that now overfib the world,
Is the outgrowth of saplings planted by him.
Verily, God &th in truth : ebWe have sent thee not
save as a mercy for the peoples."

Quoted from the
by Dr.Maurice Bucailyle .

Should you wish to know more ahat Islam, kindly write to us.
info@islarnunveiled.org
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Syad Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, Spbcch dolivered at Iuckhw on Mey 2,1975.

Suggested Reading

I. Have You Discovered Its Real Beauty? Dr. Naji Arfaj
(Perhaps you have preconceived, negative notions about lslam and its Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh). Perhaps you have read or heard about it from unauthentic or biased sources. So, we
invite you to objectively and open-mindedly read this booklet which demonstrates the truth about
lslam and the Prophet.)
2. Narrating the Most Adorable Biography: Prophet Muhammad's (pbuh) Life
Dr. Muhammad Muraizen Aseeri
(A Must-Read Book for Non-Muslims 81 Muslims, narrating - in the form of Questions &
Answers - the adorable Biography of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).)

3. Essential Lessons for Every Muslim. Sheikh BinBaz
(Covers a wide range of basic information, that explains the fundamental teachings of Islam.)
4. Women's Ideal Liberation. Rukaiyah Hill
(The Author, an American lady writer, tries to point out to women that there exists a way of life
that preserves, protects, comforts, dignifies and liberates them and their male counterpart from
snares of man-made ideologies.)

5. My Great Love for Jesus (pbub) led me to Islam. Simon Alfredo Caraballo
(A fascinating book by aformer Priest, presenting facts about the beloved Prophet Jesus (pbuh)
that eventually lead him t.o Islam.)
6. An Undeniable Fact. Complied by Abdurahim bin Mizhir Al-malki
(In spite of negative portrayals by some medii non-Muslim people have become curious to learn
more about IsIam, its p e q l e and their beliefs. Books about lslam and Muslims are disappearing
from bookstore shelves faster than tbey can be replenished. A breakthrough was evident when
dialogues between Muslims and Christians began to take place. When non-Muslim entered
mosques and sat with Mu-slims to share in discussionsand discover the traditions of other
cul&s, an amazing thing happened. They opened their minds and hearts to the true message of
Lslam. This book relates the spiritualjoumey of some of those people.)

7. Demystifying Islam: Ymur Guide to the MostMisundentood Religion of the Zlst Century
Dr. Ali Shehata
(When looking for a bookon Islam,one finds many. But when looking for answers &
explanationsrelated to rnkisconceptionsabout Islam, one finds a precious few. Tbis book is one of
those few. It is a must rewd b k for Muslims & non-Muslims alike.)

W E IT A TRY
Dear friend,
May God's guidanct be with you.

During the course of time ,I am sure that you would have pond& about
the reason for your coming into this world and your purpose for living.
Many peaplc have thought about it, and while some have dWsssd such a
thought a quickly as it came, others endeavored to got enlightenmat on it

In so doin& the majority have turned to Religion, but we hear of maay
"seekers of Tnrthn complaining abut their dissatisfaction witb what
Religion has to offer.

Unfwtunately, Islam was not tried, and, as a result a very important and
effective "way of life*', rich witb meaning and pmpose, full of moral and
spiritual values, consoling and comforting in times of distrers, a-ng
end 1ead.mgon for the devoted, is passing by unnoticed.
Life is a sacred gem which should not be wasted, as every day that bas
passed is one less to be lived. Its pmpos is to establish a strong link with
the Originator and Creator, the One Living God, Allah.

We m thmfort inviting you to turn to Him, and Him alone, and to submit
to Hi Divinely Revealed Commands. the prescription for everlasting peace,
i.e. Islam.
S h o u l d you wish to know more about Islam, kindly write to us.

info @islarnunveiled.org
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Dear friend,

May God's guidanct be with you.

During the course of time ,I am sun tbat you would have pondered about
the ream for your coming into this world and your purpose for living.
Many people have thought about if and while some have dismissed such a
thought as quickly as it came, other8 endeavored to get enlightenment on it

in so doing, the majority have turned to Religion, but we hear of many
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effective "way of life", rich with meaninp: and purpose, full of moral and
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info @islamunveiled.org

